
 

OUR MISSION:  Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. 
October 15, 2025 
 

Zoom – Board Meeting and 2026 Planning 
November 4, 2025, 4:00 – 5:15 pm 

  

We would like to extend to all of our members the opportunity to attend the 
November Board Meeting over Zoom so that your voices can be heard.  

·       Learn about Board/Leaders priorities/plans for 2026. 
·       Bring your ideas about what you would like to see LWV SCV do in 2026.  
·       Explore League opportunities that fit your interests and availability. 
  

Contact Kris Surbaugh aksurbaugh@gmail.com by November 1 to request the zoom link to this 
meeting. You will be sent an agenda in advance of the meeting.  

A Note from Irene and Beth 

As we look toward 2026, we would like to acknowledge the contributions, 
big and small, of every member of LWV SCV, for helping make 2025 a 
banner year. We would especially like to express heartfelt gratitude to our 
dedicated and hardworking leadership team. We are privileged to work 
alongside you! In these challenging times, we are heartened to see our 
membership growing and a large percentage of our 100 plus members 
actively engaged! Thank you! 

What made 2025 outstanding? So far this year (with more than two months remaining) the 
LWVSCV sponsored educational programs on the Bill of Rights, Immigration Law, the SAVE Act, 
and Term Limits, along with a Fair Maps Coalition public hearing on proposed legislation for an 
Independent Redistricting Commission.  

We launched our local Unite and Rise 8.5 civic engagement campaign in June. League 
representatives spoke and carried signs at multiple rallies across our three-county area. We 



collaborated with several nonpartisan groups including St. Croix County Indivisible, Polk/Burnett 
Indivisible and Project 3.5, building collective power.   

The LWVSCV staffed voter education/registration tables at farmers markets, colleges, high 
schools and libraries. We tabled for the third year at the third annual Hudson Valley Pride 
celebration. We also partnered with Los Amigos to deliver food and other necessities to 
immigrant families in St. Croix and Polk County.  

Our nonpartisan efforts to empower voters and defend democracy was recognized by the wider 
community. We were the recipient of several grants including Polk/Burnett 100 Women Who Care, 
the Luck Co-op Roundup and Thrivent Financial. 

The LWVSCV is a success thanks to our entire membership.  Forward Together!  

We hope to see you at the Zoom Board Meeting and 2026 Planning session.   

 

The Readers’ Theater performances  

will be the last opportunity to buy raffle tickets!   

We are hoping to have the quilt displayed on a full 
sized rack so you can see just how beautiful it is. The 
quilt is queen sized (91” x100”) and the pattern is 
Twisted Bargello.  

Tickets are $50 each or 3 for $100. This is one of our 
main fundraisers of the year.  

No more than 200 tickets will be sold. Drawing for 
the quilt will be following the Readers’ Theater 
performance on October 26, 2025.   

Tickets are cash or check only.  Let’s make a good 
push for ticket sales to support our many projects!  Thank you! 

 

Rally Message from Beth Wood: 

﻿I plan to attend the New Richmond rally at noon and will speak at the 
Amery rally at 1:45. I encourage everyone to wear LWV shirts, 
buttons, stickers, and identify as League members wherever you 
choose to attend. Please keep your messaging on point and 
nonpartisan if you are attending as league members. This is an 
important opportunity for outreach and community.  Please send 
photos to myself and Kris for use on our social media and website.  
Forward together. 



Local No Kings Events: 
 
Siren, WI 10-12  
Amery, WI Start time changed to 
1:30PM includes speakers and more 
 
Spooner, WI Noon to 2PM 
Hayward, WI Noon to 1:30PM 
River Falls, WI 11AM to 1PM 
Menomonie, WI 2-4PM 
 
More details Here:  
 
https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/ 
 

 
ONE LAST FARMERS’ MARKET 
 
Kudos to the hardy League members who decided to do one last farmers’ market in Amery on 
October 6th. If there were prizes to be given, these ladies would have deserved one.  Thank you 
Irene, Pat, and Angie for your wonderful dedication! 

 
GUESS WHO CAME TO DINNER? 
 
Attempting to get together for an evening of dinner and 
conversation was a challenge this week, due to the Readers’ 
Theater and other activities going on. In spite of that, several 
members had dinner at the Village Pizzeria in Amery on Tuesday.  
It is always great to get members together!  We plan to continue 
to have coffees in one form or another with a variety of places 

and times offered, so that all members have a chance to participate as often as possible.  Keep 
your eye out for something close to you, although all members are welcome in all locations. 
(League members from left to right: Cindy Glocke, Kathie Nelson, Carolyn Saunders, Pat Seidl, Angie Johnson, Kay 
Brooks – photo by Kris Surbaugh) 

 
COFFEE IN NEW RICHMOND 
 
"Come on down”—or up-- to New Richmond to share some time together once 
again at Table 65.  Share food and drinks (your choice) on Wednesday, October 



23rd at 2:00.  As always, it would be nice to know if you are coming so that we can give the 
restaurant some warning.  However, walk-ins are welcome! 
 
DATE:​ ​ Wednesday, October 29 at 2:00 
WHERE:​ ​ Table 65, 729 N. Knowles Ave., New Richmond 
​ ​ ​ (set back from the road in a strip mall) 
 
RSVPs appreciated, but not required 
​ Kay Brooks, Voter/Member Services co-chair 
​ kaybrooks48@gmail.com 
 
HIGH SCHOOL INITIATIVE 
 
Voter/Member Services is in the process of reaching out to all high schools in our 3 county area to 
see what kind of services they would accept from our League.  Although there is no election this 
fall, we hope to offer resources  related to election integrity, as well as bookmarks with voter 
registration information on them.  In the spring, we will offer to visit each high school to help 18 
year olds register to vote.   

 
 
On Tuesday, October 14, we were happy to be invited to have a 
table at New Richmond High School’s  Cash Course event. 
Thank you to Beth Wood and Meg Farrington for helping us 
take advantage of this great opportunity! 
 

 
Member Services 
Hello to all of our members! We are moving into autumn with pride in our League work, in 
support of each other as we educate and advocate, and in the name of democracy. 
 

Please welcome our newest member, Carole McIntyre! 
Carole lives in Webster and her email is mcintyre1435@gmail.com. 
Reach out to Carole and invite her to carpool to our next gathering! 

 
I look forward to gathering at our Readers Theater performances at the Amery Community Center 

and the Heritage Center in New Richmond!  L k for LWVSCV friends at the No Kings Rallies! 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
Kathy Streitz  612-916-8856 
 

 



Voter Services: Hubz 
Kay and I are looking for volunteers in each HUB to create a text thread, email thread, and phone 
tree. Our plan is to use texts to say, "Check your email." We can use phone trees/texting when an 
emergency comes up. For example, last winter our annual meeting was canceled and rescheduled 
due to weather. That phone tree was a project. This may sound like overkill, but will be worth it. 
Please let me know if you are interested. Two volunteers in each HUB would be great!!  
Let me know ASAP  if you are interested and thank you. 
Kay & Kathy Streitz 
612-916-8856 

 
POSTCARDS 
 
We have 400 "Your VOTE Matters" postcards. 
We can write postcards at coffees and you are welcome to work on 
them at home. I have addresses from the LWVWI and the 
postcards will be ready soon. Elections are Spring and Fall of 2026. 
Stay tuned! 
 
 

 
 
There’s a new effort underway 
to attack the freedom to vote.  
 
A federal agency called the Election 
Assistance Commission is considering 
requiring you to show a passport or other 
proof of citizenship when registering to 
vote using the federal voter registration 
form. 
 

Sound familiar? Earlier this year, the SAVE Act, an anti-voter bill that included a similar 
requirement, failed in Congress thanks to widespread public opposition. The courts blocked a 
similar order by the president. But now vote suppressors are trying to implement the SAVE Act 
through the Election Assistance Commission. 
 
We can stop this, but time is short. The agency is accepting public comments on this issue now, 
and misleading anti-voter messages have flooded the commission. Can you speak out against 
this attack on the freedom to vote? 
 
This show-your-papers policy could block millions of American citizens from voting. Only half of 
American adults have a passport. Requirements for documents like a passport or birth certificate 



could especially burden married women who have changed their names, voters of color, and 
younger voters. 
 
We’ve seen policies like this restrict the freedom to vote before in states like Kansas, where tens of 
thousands of eligible American citizens were blocked from registering to vote. Implementing this 
policy across the country would be devastating for our democracy. 
 
 
Speaking out against this harmful policy is easy: 
 
Go to the petition and click “Comment.” 
Share why you oppose this requirement. Here’s a suggested comment to get you started: 
This show-your-papers requirement was a bad idea when Congress tried to do it with the SAVE 
Act. Half of all Americans don’t have a passport, and if you make this change, you’ll make it 
harder for eligible citizens like me to vote — and block millions of other Americans from voting 
too. Do not go through with this! 
 
Choose whether to share your name and information or submit your comment anonymously. 
The public comment period ends on October 20. Please submit a comment today. 
 
Here’s the link: <https://tinyurl.com/voiceLWVSCVvote> 

 
 

 
 
This evening is 
about so much 
more than just the 
SAVE Act. The 
presentation 
includes 
information that 
clearly outlines our 
voting process.  
Join us–and bring a 
friend! 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/voiceLWVSCVvote


 
 
League Members Who Take the Lead! 
 
On October 2, Burnett County LWV member, Patti Hurd 
organized a community gathering at the Burnett County 
Government Center featuring Duke Tucker (R),  Assembly 
Representative of the 75 District.  
Duke was invited to explain his concern for better term 
limits for Wisconsin elected officials and the process 
necessary to make a change to the Wisconsin statutes. He 
also took answers about this and other local concerns from 
the constituents that gathered. 
This is a great example of a League member seeing the 
potential educational opportunity and organizing it. 

Patti was lead on this project, and by reaching out to other League members through our 
executive team, she created an opportunity to bring together Polk and Burnett voters from ‘both 
sides of the aisle’. Helpers for this event included Carolyn Saunders, Mary Bjorgaard, Chris LePage, 
Kris Surbaugh, Marie Engdahl and Barb Katt. 
Be like Patti and step up to opportunities within your own community. There are League 
members ready and willing to help. Contact Kathy Streitz or Kay Brooks for more information 
about making a difference in your own area.  

 
 

 
 
Use this link to register 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSer77RgwXhyH9jPh5u1ob4O2vsyq
mrIH78rm2TEPcsiwMJA/viewform:  



 
 
 
Readers Theater 
Performances 
The Readers Theater is a stage 
performance which spotlights 
the suffrage movement in 
Wisconsin through song, 
poetry, nursery rhymes, and 
narrative.  This is a moving 
performance by our sisters and 
brothers in our League with 
the help of friends. 
 
Join with us to help celebrate 
the tenth anniversary of our St 
Croix Valley League Chapter!  
 
Cake and coffee following each 
performance 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER  No LWVSCV Board Meeting in October 

 15 Newsletter 

 15 Know Your Rights and Protest Safety (plus a rally sign workshop) 
webinar is tomorrow October 15, 2025 at 6:00PM. This session will be 
recorded. Use this link to register: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/KhyX2s-1TC2D1EAzcyTs-Q 

 16 Fair Maps Rally in Madison: 
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/unite-and-rise-85-commitment-form 

 18 NO KINGS EVENTS AROUND THE US: LINK HERE~ 
https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/?tag_ids=27849 
 
Polk Burnett Indivisible and LWVSCV No Kings in Amery 1:30-3:30 
Speakers include our own Beth Wood! 

 18 LWV SCV Readers Theater, Amery Community Center, evening 

https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/?tag_ids=27849


 19 LWV SCV Readers Theater, Amery Community Center, matinee 

 22 LWV WI Issues Briefing: 
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/event/lwvwi-issues-briefing-2025 

 25 LWV WI Issues Briefing 

 25 LWV SCV Readers Theater, Heritage Center, New Richmond, evening 

 26 LWV SCV Readers Theater, Heritage Center, New Richmond, matinee 

 26 LWV SCV 10th Birthday! Woohoo! 

 28 LWV WI Issues Briefing 

 29 Coffee in New Richmond! (see article) 

NOVEMBER 4 4-5:15 p.m. Zoom Board and 2026 Planning Meeting. All members are 
encouraged to attend.  

 10 SAVE ACT Informational Education Program Amery 6:30-7:45 pm 

 11 LWVGCV Voter Registration Training (see details below) 

 12 One Million Rising: Randy’s Kitchen Amery 

 

LWV SCV Leadership Team 2025- 2026 

Co-Presidents  Irene Bugge <irenebugge@gmail.com>  
                               Beth Wood <bwood@frontiernet.net> 
Vice President Kris Surbaugh <aksurbaugh@gmail.com> 
Secretary Evanne Hunt <evanne.hunt@outlook.com> 
Treasurer Katrina Larsen <katrina_larsen@yahoo.com> 
Member Services Chair Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 
Voter Services Co-Chairs Kay Brooks (interim) <kaybrooks48@gmail.com> 
                                                    Kathy Streitz (interim)  <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 
Communications & Media Chair Kris Surbaugh <aksurbaugh@gmail.com> 
Budget Chair Janet Le Stock <janetblestock@gmail.com> 
Nominations Chair Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 
Roster Managers Katrina Larsen <katrina_larsen@yahoo.com>  
                                     Tami Halcomb <thalcomb@gmail.com> 
 
Directors  
Edna Early (DEI) <ed5early@gmail.com>  
Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 

Barb Katt (DEI) <barbkatt@hotmail.com> 
Vicki Harmon <vickiharmon@hotmail.com 
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