
OUR MISSION:  Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. 
 

December 1, 2025 
 
News From Voters Services/Members Services 
Thank you to all who came to our Coffee on Monday, November 17 at the Hudson Library. We 
covered our new HUBz plan and other topics as noted below. 
 
HUBz - An invitation to organize and expand our work in smaller geographical areas. empower 
members to take on more League projects, and create closer relationships among members. We 
anticipate support from each HUB across all of our work in VOTER Services. 
 
1) Geographical HUB groups 
HUB 1 Frederic area 
HUB 3 New Richmond area 
HUB 4 Hudson area 
Members are welcome to visit any HUB activity and we will continue to support each other as we 
always have. 
We will divide supplies between all 4 HUBz. 
 
2) Communication enhanced: Each HUB is invited to organize carpools to share rides to events. 
Phone trees seem to be preferred for communication and emergency changes such as a 
postponement or cancellation of an event. Knowing we will still use emails and texting, please 
add comments about communication. 
 
3) Each HUB leader is invited to host Coffees for Hub members to organize and write postcards. 
HUBz are invited to organize their work with libraries, high schools, tech colleges,  and organize 
community events in their area. HUBz/Voter Services will host monthly meetings as announced 
in our newsletters. HUBz can report at board meetings as needed. 
 
POSTCARDS 
We have 100 for each HUB. 
The postage is 61cents per card. 
Donations for postage will be accepted. 
 



HUB 4 started their portion of  postcards and will finish and send them out after the holidays.  
 

When should we send out the second round? Comments please. 
 
Sample messages for postcards… 
 

●​ Nearly 90 million eligible voters did not vote in the 2024 election! 
○​ VOTE and bring friends! 

 
●​ FYI 2026 election dates… 

○​ 2/17/26 Spring Primary Election 
○​ 4/17/26 Spring General Election 
○​ 8/11/26 Primary Election 
○​ 11/3/26 General Election 

 
●​ Register to VOTE! 

○​ Check your registration! 
○​ VOTE! 
○​ Follow your ballot at MyVoteWI.org 

 
Additional ideas? Please comment. 

 
Warm BLANKETS for winter.... 
Denise Flaherty came to our Coffee as a new member and with a request 
for warm queen size blankets.  
 
Please donate new queen size bed blankets for our immigrant 
neighbors. 

Our neighbors need them for the coming winter and are not able to shop.  
You can send or drop them off to: 
Denise Flaherty 
84 County Road T 
Hammond, WI.  54015 

Thank you Denise! 
 
UNIDOS MN Upstander Training 
 
We shared information  about the upcoming UNIDOS MN Upstander training with Monarca. This 
is training to be a witness during ICE activity and there will be another training in Hudson in 
coming soon.  
 
We shared flyers about the SAVE Act, Unite and Rise 8.5 signs and materials, Immigration rights 
red cards, information about our DEIJ work, and general concerns regarding ways we support 



democracy. Our conversations were enriching! I am thankful for the strength and power I felt in 
the room during our gathering.  
 
Thank you for the treats and for coming to the coffee! We had 12 members  gathered in the cozy 
room with the big comfy chairs in the Hudson Library.  
 
Kay Brooks 
Liz Bruch 
Carol Skinner 
Judy Green 

Priscilla Paton 
Jan Strommen 
Evanne Hunt 
Denise Flaherty 

Janet Lestock 
Peg Wastell 
Diane Wright 

 
 
Thanks to Judy for reserving the room. Thanks Liz, Judy, and Janet for hosting! 
 
We are strongest together! Kathy Streitz 
 
High School Outreach begins for 2025-2026 school year: 
 

 
 

On Tuesday, November 18, Janet Anderson and I (Kay Brooks)  traveled to Luck to 
address two high school history classes and set up an information table for seniors 
during their lunch time.  Modifying a prepared lesson from our sister League, LWV of 
Greater Chippewa Valley, we covered a variety of topics in the 15 minutes allotted.  We 
explained what LWV is.  We then asked that the students care about and emphasized the 
importance of voting.  Not only is voting important, but voters need to use multiple 
sources to make an educated decision.  And finally, we touched on the 3 ways we can vote 
and what is needed—proof of residence and an accepted photo ID.  And of great 
importance was the sharing of the state website with all necessary information, 
MyVote.wi.gov. 

http://myvote.wi.gov/


 
The 15 minutes that followed was the fun part!  We had created our own version of 

Who Wants to be a Millionaire and used the questions in our question book for the wheel 
game.  They are the 100 Civics questions used for people achieving citizenship.  They 
also are on the test that high school seniors are now expected to pass in order to 
graduate.  The kids were quite engaged and had a good time.  We probably had the most 
fun of anyone! 

 
At noon, we took our wheel into the senior eating area and set it up for anyone 

who wanted to give it a try.  It was a great way to hand out information on voting and 
answer questions they might have. 

After what felt like a successful day, we have been invited to come back in the 
spring.  Luck was very welcoming and a great place to start.    

 
Kay Brooks 
 
NOTE:  We are looking for teams of members, much like we did for farmers’ 

markets, to sit at a table of voter information during high school lunch hours.  Several 
schools would like us to come, so please consider helping at the high school in your town 
or another.  It is easy and fun and just takes a couple of hours. We would like to start 
anytime after Christmas.  We need more of our youth to vote. 

And consider taking the next step to teach our youth how to research candidates 
to vote in an educated way.  Be willing to do a 15 minute presentation in a Civics class.   

 
Contact  your HUB leader or Kay Brooks.  (kaybrooks48@gmail.com) 

 
 
Dear Friends and Voters, 
 
In April, Wisconsin will elect a new Supreme Court 
Justice.  The League of Women Voters of Greater 
Chippewa Valley invites members, supporters, and all 
voters to join us to meet the candidates in person. 
 
Interview with candidate Chris Taylor 
Saturday, December 6, 2026   
1:00 to 2:30 p.m.   
  
Interview with candidate Maria Lazar 
Wednesday, February 4, 2026            5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 



  
Both events will be in the Harvey Hall Theater on the UW Stout campus, 721 Third Street 
East, Menomonie, WI 54751. 
  
Candidate Chris Taylor is currently Judge of the WI Court of Appeals for District IV, based 
in Madison; and Maria Lazar is Judge of the WI Court of Appeals for District II, based in 
Waukesha.  If other candidates emerge for the open position on the WI Supreme Court, 
we'll invite them to interview as well. 
  
Event co-sponsors are the Menard Center for the Study of Institutions and Innovation at 
UW-Stout, Community Conversations of Northwest Wisconsin, and League of Women 
Voters-St. Croix Valley Chapter. 
  
Both events will be livestreamed by Eye on Dunn County, an online community news 
website:  
Chris Taylor - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJeU1WjBUSU 
Maria Lazar - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGD4t6HuDEA 
  
The link to register: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepXZuaTGFcC0vTH4y63-qkmenUScDLS_XU7wRq45l
WDLfjEw/viewform?pli=1.   
Parking is suggested at meters on the street, or in metered spaces in the City of 
Menomonie Lot 2, in the 300 block of Wilson Avenue by the AT&T Telephone building.  
Please note that public parking in UW Stout lots is limited to pay-to-park areas only. 
  
If you'd like to join with other volunteers at these events to ensure they are a success, 
we'd like to hear from you--contact Jan Morlock at morlockjan@gmail.com. 
  
Questions are welcome to Jan Morlock, at morlockjan@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to meeting the candidates with you! 
LWV-Greater Chippewa Valley  |   P.O. Box 75, Menomonie, WI 54751      
contact.lwv.gcv@gmail.com | https://www.lwv-gcv.org/ 
 Donate to LWV-GCV 
 
LWV-GCV is a non-partisan organization and neither supports nor opposes candidates or political parties. 

 

League of Women Voters of the US 
 

     In November, LWV and five state and local Leagues filed a lawsuit against the 
federal government because of anti-voter actions. 



 
We’re suing the US Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
the US Department of Homeland Security, and other 
federal officials for enacting — without following the 
required process — a new rule that bars nonpartisan 
civic engagement groups from providing voter 
registration and civic engagement at administrative 
naturalization ceremonies. 

 
“Purposely excluding groups like the League from administrative naturalization 
ceremonies is a deliberate move by this administration to exclude new citizens from the 
democratic process and attack the League’s very mission to register and support new 
voters,” said Celina Stewart, CEO of LWV. 
 
The newly enacted rule violates the First Amendment rights of the League and other 
civic groups. Also, it fails to adhere to provisions that require federal agencies to follow 
transparent procedures when adopting new policies. 
 
Thank you for standing with us in the fight to empower voters and defend democracy. 
 
In League,    Team LWV 

 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The League of Women Voters of Greater 
Chippewa Valley invites members, supporters, 
and the public to join us in honoring Bill of 
Rights Day with music, speakers, and a public 
recitation of the Bill of Rights. 
 
Monday, December 15, 2025   
3:00 – 4:00 pm   
Outside the Federal Building, 500 S. Barstow 
Street, Eau Claire   

 
Now more than ever, it’s time to rise up and celebrate our individual rights! 
 
Adopted in 1791, the Bill of Rights was created to safeguard liberties in the newly formed United 
States. Our founders recognized the importance of protecting personal freedoms in the face of a 
strong federal government — a principle that remains vital today. 



 
Every day, we benefit from these enduring protections: 
 

​ Thanks to the freedom of the press, we can read a variety of news articles and opinions, 
as well as publish our own thoughts.  

​   
​ Thanks to the freedom of assembly and petition, we can join fellow citizens in protest 
or peaceful assembly – practices that are critical to a healthy democracy. 

​   
​ Thanks to the freedom of speech, we can speak our minds freely without the fear of 
government persecution or intimidation. 

​   
​ Thanks to the right against unreasonable searches and seizures, we are free from 
unreasonable government intrusion. 

​   
​ Thanks to the right to a speedy and public trial, we are protected against unfair legal 
treatment. 

 
The League encourages all who value democracy and civil rights to Unite & Rise with 

us as we reflect on the lasting significance of these foundational freedoms. 
 
Interested in ride sharing (willing to drive or need a ride)?   
Or have questions? Contact:   
- Sharon Smith at sirenes4872@gmail.com   
- Annemarie McClellan at mcclellan.am@gmail.com   

 
We look forward to celebrating with you! 

 



 
Wisconsin currently has fair legislative 
maps, BUT these are only in place until the 
2030 Census. ⚠️  
The next Census = new voting maps. 
Without an Independent Redistricting 
Commission (IRC), politicians could rig the 
system again. Join our fight to end 
gerrymandering in Wisconsin! 

 
We have more stops scheduled for December! 
📍Eagle River on December 3 
📍Buffalo County on December 6 
📍Kenosha on December 10 
and more dates pending! 
We may have fair maps now, but they’re only temporary. Without lasting legislation, we risk 
going back to a system where politicians pick their voters—and ignore the will of the people. 
When maps are rigged, we don’t get what we want or need: clean air and water, strong public 
schools, affordable healthcare, and real accountability. 
That’s why the Coalition has been hard at work drafting a proposal for legislation, and now we’re 
inviting you to weigh in. (copy and paste:) 
<https://fairmapswi.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dea4a12fad01f5b070e3f421&id=260816b
69e&e=7be1ebac73> 

 
LOS AMIGOS IS MOVING TO A “SPONSOR A FAMILY” MODEL 

  
If you have been donating to Los Amigos by sending a check to the St Croix 

Valley Food Bank, they ask that checks now be sent to: 
  

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8100 Belden Blvd 

Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
WRITE LOS AMIGOS IN THE MEMO 

  
If you are interested in sponsoring a family, individually or with others, reach 

out to LWVSCV member Barb Katt for next steps. 
  

Barb Katt 
barbkatt@hotmail.com 

715 566 0356 
 

https://fairmapswi.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dea4a12fad01f5b070e3f421&id=260816b69e&e=7be1ebac73
https://fairmapswi.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dea4a12fad01f5b070e3f421&id=260816b69e&e=7be1ebac73


November 29, 2025, on a very cold, snowy 
Saturday morning numerous members of 
the LWVSCV showed up to resist a 
proposed contract between ICE and the 
Hudson Rod & Gun Club for training at 
the local facility, which directly impacts 
many of our members.  
The presence of ICE in our communities is 
of great concern to all of us.  The event 
was organized as a collaboration by local 
Indivisible groups with support from the 
LWVSCV.   
Over 55 people lined up with signs along 
the street of downtown Hudson for 2 

hours to an overwhelming positive response to our message.   
We can continue to do what we can, where we can, and stay engaged with what is 
happening in our communities.   

Thank you to everyone that was able to attend. 
 

 

December 1 Newsletter 

 4 Hub 3 Coffee Somerset Library 

 6 Wisconsin Supreme Court Candidate Interview Menomonie 1PM 

 15 Newsletter 

 16 Board/Committee Chairs Meeting, 4-5p via Zoom 

  Happy Holidays to all faiths and cultures who celebrate this time of year. 



2026 

Month Day Tasks/Meetings/Events 

January  Lunch and Learn Events at Frederic Public Library~ 
 Tuesdays 11:30–12:30  

 1 Newsletter 

 6 Lunch and Learn with Dr. Neil Kraus UWRF 

 11 Winter Gathering: Amery Community Center! 

 13 Lunch and Learn with Nicole Gabrail 

 15 Newsletter 

 17 Adapting Deep Canvassing Principles for League Work – 10:00–12:00 JJ 
Levy and Saul Hopper’s home, Osceola 

 18 Snow date for Winter Gathering 

 20 Lunch and Learn: Election Issues are Everyone’s Issues (recording) 

   

 27 Lunch and Learn: with Polk County Clerk Shabana Lundeen  

February 1   Newsletter 

 4 Interview with Candidate Maria Lazar 4PM Menomonie 

 15 Newsletter 

 17 Spring Primary 

March 
 

1 Newsletter 

 15 Newsletter 

April 17 Spring General Election 

August 11 Primary 

November 3 
 

General Election 

 



 

LWV SCV Leadership Team 2025- 2026 
Co-Presidents  Irene Bugge <irenebugge@gmail.com> ​

Beth Wood <bwood@frontiernet.net> 

Vice President  Kris Surbaugh <aksurbaugh@gmail.com>  

Secretary  Evanne Hunt <evanne.hunt@outlook.com>  

Treasurer  Katrina Larsen <katrina_larsen@yahoo.com>  

Member Services Chair   Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 

Voter Services Co-Chairs   Kay Brooks (interim) kaybrooks48@gmail.com​
Kathy Streitz (interim) <kfstreitz@gmail.com>  

Communications & Media Chair  Kris Surbaugh <aksurbaugh@gmail.com>  

Budget Chair  Janet Lestock <janetblestock@gmail.com> 

Nominations Chair Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com> 

Roster Managers   Katrina Larsen <katrina_larsen@yahoo.com> ​
Tami Halcomb <thalcomb@gmail.com> 

Directors 

Edna Early (DEI) <ed5early@gmail.com>  
Kathy Streitz <kfstreitz@gmail.com>  
Barb Katt (DEI) <barbkatt@hotmail.com> 
Vicki Harmon <vickiharmon@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:kaybrooks48@gmail.com
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